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of Versailles,  though  even the Prince de Rohan
could not attend.

Nevertheless the king had no illusions about the
beauty of a "woman whose intelligence and good grace
he appreciated. And when M. de Luc was writing to
Mme de Mailly to ask for a position in the household
at Choisy for one of his proteges, he thought it
only kind to add: <CA word from the beautiful
lips of a beautiful lady like yourself will end the
matter." On reading the letter Louis XV ex-
claimed: "Well, as to the beautiful mouth, I don't
think you take much of a pride in it,**

Another story illustrates the delicacy of Mme
de Mailly's attentions, and her skill in winning the
king's heart. She saw, one morning, that the king's
dressing-gown "was ugly and uncomfortable; so
without saying a word she close some fine material
and sat up all the next night sewing a new one;
and the next morning she put it on the king's
dres sing-table.

But she was not very strong and her lover's
demands tired her out; on zist June 1740 Louis
took her out in a sleigh and went at a great pace;
feeling dizzy she had to ask him to go more slowly.
After 1739 s^e introduced to Louis Mile de Nesle,
the future Mme de Vintimille> then aged twenty-six,
thus preparing her own fall by the introduction of
the most dangerous of rivals.

In June the two sisters supped in his private
rooms; and after the hunt the king invited them
for long trips in a gondola with Mademoiselle
and Mile de Clermont; they took part in every
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